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with disastrous floods, but sent also a terrible sea-monster, which
devoured both man and beast. The oracle of Ammon declared
that the land could only be saved by the sacrifice of the king's
daughter, Andromeda, to the monster. Cepheus, after some
time, yielded to the entreaties of his people, and Andromeda
was chained to a rock close to the sea. In this situation she
was found by Perseus, on his return from his adventuie wi.th
the Gorgons. He forthwith attacked and slew the sea-monster,
and released the trembling maiden, who soon after married her
preserver. Later writers, not satisfied with, this adventure,
added that Perseus was also obliged to vanquish a rival in
Phineus, the king's brother, to whom Andromeda had been
already promised. Phineus, together with his warriors, was
changed into stone by means of the Gorgon's head.

The legend concludes with the return of the hero to Argos,
where he was reconciled to his grandfather Acrisius, who had at
first fled in terror to Larissa. On the occasion, however, of some
games which the people of Larissa had instituted in his honour,
Perseus was unfortunate enough to kill Acrisius with his discus,
thus involuntarily fulfilling the prophecy of the oracle. In this
feature of the story we recognise an unmistakeable reference to
the symbolic meaning of Perseus; for the discus here represents,
as in the story of the death of Hyacinthus, the face of the sun.
Perseus, unwilling to enter on the inheritance of the grandfather
he had slain, exchanged the kingdom of Argos for that of
Tiryns, which was handed over to him by its king, Megapenthes,
the son of Proetus. He here founded the cities of Midea and
Mycenae, and became, through his children by Andromeda, the
ancestor of many heroes, and, among others, of Heracles. His
son Electryon became the father of Alcmene, whilst Amphitryon
was descended from another of his sons. According to Pausanias,
heroic honours were paid to Perseus, not only throughout Argos,
but also in Athens and the island of Seriphus.